1
Leaves obliquely to subtransversely inserted, quite uniform on main stem and branches, (3)4(5) lobed, with sinus reaching at least 1/3 of the leaf length. The reduced half leaf accompanying side branching and the first amphigastria of lateral branches are bifid, the latter is displaced so that the branch appeares to originate from its axil. Seta Lepidozia type, 
Subg. Lepidozia
The African species of this subgenus were left in a confusing state since their description. The widespread L. cupressina was known from Africa under different local names (L. natalensis, L. truncatella) while most local taxa were described by Stephani, based only on the type specimens. In one work (Stephani 1910) he had described at least three taxa which, after studying adequate material, can not be distinguished at species level. Arnell's treatment for the South African species did not help much to solve the confusion. The difficulty with African Lepidozia is represented partly by the fact, that the taxa are highly variable. The two most widespread species (L. cupressina and L. stuhlmannii) are very malleable, producing both ecologically and geographically differing infraspecific units. The characters used before to delimite different species are partly good to distinguish these infraspecific taxa, like geographical subspecies (races) with own distribution or sympatric varieties sometimes differing in their ecology. Series of transitional forms interconnect these infraspecific taxa. In other cases the differences, on which the distinction of species were based, have no taxonomic significance at all.
In case of L. stuhlmannii and L. lacerata even within a single population or single specimen one can observe such characters, which were used to distinguish these species. In my revision (Pócs 1984) , after studying the type specimens and some of the material accumulated since Stephani's descriptions, I tried to delimit the African Lepidozia species. Since the publication of my Synopsis I studied much more material, including the BRYO-TROP collections from central Africa and on this base I try to re-evaluate my concept and to supply key for the Central African taxa, as follows: Meeting CEBWG, Praha 1982 : 110 (1984 Although easily recognizable by its stature, transitions occur between L. pulvinata and L. stuhlmannnii. Central African endemic subspecies, known only from the Afroalpine habitats of Ruwenzori, Karisimbi and Muhawura at 3400-4200 m altitude. In our investigation area was found on Mount Karisimbi, on ericaceous and Hagenia bark and on decaying wood at 3070-3700 m altitude in the subalpine and Afroalpine belts. Ka: 159, Pócs 8151, 8222; 162, Pócs 8087, 8134, 8301, 8230; 167, Fischer 8120 .
Key for the Central African taxa of Lepidozia

Subg. Sprucella (Steph.) Vanden Berghen
The genus Sprucella was distinguished by Stephani (1887), while the quite parallel Neolepidozia was created and both genera was discusssed in details by Fulford and Taylor (1959) . They considered them, as segregate genera of Lepidozia. Species of Neolepidozia according to this concept do not occur in tropical Africa. Neolepidozia later was merged partly in Telaranea, partly in Lepidozia (Schuster 1963 , Grolle 1983 , Piippo 1984 Berghen (1983) and consider Sprucella to be a subgenus of Lepidozia, at similar rank to the other subgenera established by Schuster (l.c.) . Otherwise all Lepidozia segregates at the same level should be uplifted to generic rank, which could cause unnecessary chaos within the group. I consider the two Lepidozia species belonging to subgenus Sprucella independent, in contrast to the opinion of Vanden Berghen (1983) , who considers them only varieties of the same species. I could not see real transitions between the two taxa. Their distincton, based on the cell size and on the number of cells in the leaf, is easy. Their distribution, even if partly coincide, is not equal. Lepidozia ubangiensis has a much smaller area of distribution, occurring only in Zaïre, Congo, Gabon and in the Central African Republic, while Lepidozia suucida is widespread in the lowland rainforests from the Republic of Guinea to Uganda and has an isolated occurrence even in Madagascar. In addition, in the overlapping distribution area, they may occur together, maintaining their distinctive characters:
Key to the species of subgenus Sprucella Lepidozia laurentii Steph. The only representative of the subgenus in the investigation area. Widespread lowland rainforest species occurring in Kahuzi-Biega National Park from 850 to 1500 m altitude, on forest soil, roadside banks, shady rocks and decaying wood, never on bark. KB: 119, Pócs 6863, 6865, 6872; 120, Frey & Kürschner 6594; Pócs 6618, 6619, 6622; 123, Pócs 6764; 124, Pócs 6783; 125, Pócs 6630, 6842; 126, Pócs 6828, 6829; 127, Pócs 6889 .
Acromastigoideae
Bazzania S.F. Gray 3 species and 2 subspecies occur in Central Africa out of the 4 continental African Bazzania species, while 6 other species are restricted to the Indian Ocean Islands (Arnell 1965 , Jones 1975 , 1980 , Onraedt 1977 . The Seychelles have 2, Madagascar 3 and Mauritius one endemic species along the more widespread ones. Although the African taxa were thoroughly revised by E.W Jones (1975) quite recently, he did not provide a key. Therefore it seemed to me practical to supply a key for the continental African species, which all belong to the Subgenus Tridentatae Fulford: (Pare, Nguru Mts.) and then in the Comoro Islands. In the field never had doubt, whether the plant at hand is Bazzania decrescens or B. pumila, the absence or presence of caducous leaves was always so obvious character. In herbarium specimens is also very easy to recognize the denudated stems and the fallen leaves accumulated in the specimen bag. In Europe species with caducous leaves are distinguished at different level, like Bazzania flaccida against the non caducous B. tricrenata, as species or Bazzania trilobata var. depauperata as variety against the non caducous B. trilobata (Grolle 1972) . As Bazzania pumila has a well defined distribution within the whole area of Bazzania decrescens, but might have also transitional forms to it, I considered the subspecies rank as the most suitable to accommodate this taxon, similarly to the other subspecies within Bazzania decrescens, ssp. molleri. The two vicariant subspecies seem to substitute each other in West and East Africa respectively and meet right in Central Africa. In our area Bazzania decrescens ssp. pumila occurs in montane forest areas between 2000 and 2700 m, almost exclusively on bark, with preference to Ericaceae. Ny: 103, Pócs 6163, 6166; 107, Frahm 6300; 112, Frey & Kürschner 7956; KB: 128, 128, Pócs 7394, 7402, 7625; 132, Pócs 7143; 133, Pócs 7201; 134, Pócs 7224; 136, Pócs 7247; 139, Pócs 7298; 144, Pócs 7586; 145, Frey & Kürschner 7500, 7502; Pócs 7650. Bazzania nitida (Web.) Grolle Southern temperate species distributed in from South America (S-Brasil, Chile-Patagonia) through South and tropical Africa to Australia. In our area typical montane forest species between 2000 and 2740 m altitude, occurring on different substrates. Ny: 107, Pócs 6322b; 108, Pócs 6351; 111, Pócs 6412; 112, Pócs 6437; 113, Pócs 6477; 155, Pócs 
Key for the continental African species of Bazzania
